
Lansingburgh High School 2013 - 2014
Instructor:  Mr. Rickert

Room: 156


----------------------STUDENT/PARENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT------------------


Contact Information


Please email me anytime with questions/concerns:


Teacher E-mail:  arickert@lansingburgh.org


Website: http://lhsteamhudson.weebly.com


Remind101: text “@9pre-ap” to 615-656-7370





Course Description


Welcome to English 9 Pre-AP!  The purpose of this course is to give you a broad, yet intensive introduction to literature and its most well-known genres. These include short stories, fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. We will begin to analyze and criticize these works of literature with an emphasis on academic writing style. There will also be a chance for you to create your own writing in these genres as well.


We’ll also integrate the research process into our units.  You will work both independently and in group settings and you will be expected to read a great deal on your own at home. You will not be successful in this course if you cannot keep up with the reading assignments!  


This is a challenging course and many of my students have told me that I am a “tough grader.”  It is only because I expect the very best of you as AP students, and over time, I hope you hold yourselves to a higher level of achievement as well.





Grading Rubric


Assignments are weighted on the following scale:


Tests/Projects   	      35%


Writing Compositions      30%


Quizzes                             20%


Homework/Classwork	      15%


 	                               100%


While it may seem that HW and Classwork make up a small portion of your grade, you will not succeed on Tests and Quizzes unless you are doing your HW!  Late HW is typically –10 pts. for each day. AP classes are given a 10+% curve on your average each marking period. Do not rely on this “bump.”








What do I need to know to succeed in this class?


Stay organized with your assignments.


Pay full attention to each lesson/discussion.


Participate by asking necessary questions and completing all assignments.


Review class notes.


Study the vocabulary and review the definitions.


Read the textbook/novel assignment when assigned.  DO YOUR HOMEWORK!


Be prepared for scheduled tests and quizzes, as well as unscheduled “DYRT” quizzes.


Final papers should be neat and either in black ink or typed with a proper heading.


When you are absent:


You are responsible for obtaining your work.  I will not remind you to make-up work.


Come and see me after-school to get caught up!  I am almost always in my room.


Be prepared to take previously scheduled quizzes or tests and turn in missed homework upon return.


Work assigned before an absence is due on the date specified—no exceptions!


Worked missed due to an unexcused absence (class cut) will be a zero.


You may email me assignments if you have printer issues, however, due dates still apply.  


























Materials


Three-ring binder (1 ½ - 2 inches)


3-5 Dividers for binder to be labeled


3-hole punched folder (for binder storage)


Loose-leaf paper for binder (college ruled)


Composition Notebook


Black pens/pencils


Highlighters


Assigned textbook (will vary)





Classroom Expectations





Arrive prepared before the bell rings.  Three (3) tardies and you will serve a detention with me after school. Every tardy there-after is another detention.


No one can leave the room without a signed agenda. No passes will be given out in the first or last five minutes of class. No locker passes.  


Food and drink are not allowed in the classroom. Bottled water is the only exception.


Cell phones and MP3’s are not allowed without my permission. You will be sent to the office if you have them out. 


Restrooms are to be used sparingly. Use the restroom for emergencies only. You only have three “BR” passes per quarter.


Be respectful.  Listen while others are speaking.  Raise your hand if you want to speak.  Keep comments appropriate at all times.  This includes keeping your head up off the desk and not getting out of your seat until you are dismissed.


Respect school property.  Do not write in or throw school issued textbooks.  You will be responsible for lost or damaged texts.





Consequences for Unacceptable Behaviors





Classrooms are designed to be safe, positive learning environments.  Immature behavior impedes our growth and will be dealt with swiftly.


Consequences for unacceptable behaviors may include the following interventions (not necessarily in this order):  a verbal warning, negative progress report sent home, a phone call or email home, an after-school detention with me, and/or an administrative referral. 


Failure to make a scheduled detention will result in a written referral and a phone call home.





Rewards for Acceptable Behaviors


Positive progress reports sent home, positive phone calls home, higher class participation grades, greater acquisition of knowledge and the occasional sweet treat!





Grade Reports:


You can expect to receive comments in addition to number grades on each interim, and marking period report card.  I will also create “print-outs” every two weeks to show you exactly what assignments you owe and what the status is of your average.  Since this is a Pre-AP level class, if you at any time fall below a 75 average, I may call home and/or send home Progress Reports.  This is because we hold you to high standards and failure is not an option.


Please do not discuss your grade(s) with me during the middle of a class. If you are concerned about a particular grade, please make an appointment to speak with me at the end of the school day or between classes.  Thanks!








I have read the expectations for this class: 	   				  Date








Print  Your Name	                                                                Parent/Guardian signature         


					   


		Parent/Guardian E-mail Address:	____________________________________________	









